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Petitioner, Laurel Lee, by counsel, has motioned this Court for a 30-day stay
of the proceedings. The state is opposed. It argues that Lee’s request is untimely

given the age of her case, asserting that it “is far too late to now go in search of a

friendly amicus.” [State's Opp. 2] The state next asserts that the 30 day stay Lee!
requests will not allow enough time for Lee to identify an amicus writer and have that
writer submit a brief with this Court. [State's Opp. 2-3] Thus, the state argues “that
the 30-day stay would only be the first of multiple delays.” [State's Opp. 3] Finally,
the state argues that Lee has failed to establish why an amicus brief is necessary in
her case or an appellate rule that allows amicus briefing at the petition state. [State's
Opp. 3] Lee rejects the state’s arguments and urges this Court to order a 30-day

stay.
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First, Lee is not requesting a stay “to now go in search of a friendly amicus
writer.” [State’s Opp. 2] As of the time of Lee's submission of her underlying motion,
she had already reached out to colleagues from the Public Defender Agency, Office
of Public Advocacy, Alaska Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and the
Alaska Innocence Project. Thus, Lee does not request a stay so that she may begin
her search for an amicus writer; rather, she requests a stay so that she can learn
whether the individuals or organizations she has already contacted will be able to
submit an amicus brief.

Second, the state’'s contention that the 30-day stay Lee requests will be “only
... the first of multiple delays” is premature. Lee may well learn in the coming days
that an amicus writer is available and able to draft an amicus brief within the 30-day
period requested and, given that Lee's case has been pending in the appellate courts
since February 2017, the 30-day stay Lee requests is reasonable under the

circumstances.

Finally, the state’s claim that Lee has failed to justify why amicus briefing is |

necessary in her case or identify a rule that aliows for amicus briefing at the petition
stage fails because it confuses Lee’s request for a stay to determine whether an
amicus brief will be filed with a motion for leave to file an amicus brief. Under
Appellate Rule 212(c)(9), Lee will have to motion this Court to accept any briefing
submitted by an amicus writer. Per the rule, Lee will have to explain in any such
motion why an amicus brief is necessary. Moreover, Lee does not expect this Court

to accept a petition from hearing from a willing amicus writer, rather, she anticipates
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|| that, if she does identify an amicus writer, that amicus briefing would only be

accepted by this Court pursuant to Appellate Rule 212(c)(9) if this Court also grants
Lee's petition for hearing pursuant to Appellate Rule 305.

DATED at Anchorage, Alaska on February 22, 2022.
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